
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 University Student Senate 
555 West 57th Street, 1420 

New York, NY 10019 
Tel: (646) 664-8844 
Fax: (646) 664-8863 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE 

CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE 

 

HELD 

 

JANUARY 6, 2017 

 

AT CENTRAL OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS CONFERENCE ROOM  

AT 555 WEST 57TH STREET—BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN 

 

There were present:  

CUNY University Student Senate Steering: 
Chika Onyejiukwa, Chairperson 

Hercules E. Reid, Vice Chair for Legislative Affairs 

Omari Williams, Vice Chair for Graduate Affairs 

Sayonara Diaz, Vice Chair for Community College Affairs 

Roderick Hurley, Vice for International Student Affairs 

Mariami Maisashvilli, Vice Chair for Part-time and Evening Affairs 

David Yssed Tobo, Vice Chair for Disability Affairs 

Jona Kerluku, Vice Chair for Fiscal Affairs 

 

University Student Senate Personnel: 
Fernando Araujo, Executive Director 

Cruz Garcia, Budget Director 

 

 

 

 ROLL CALL 

With six members present, Chairperson Onyejiukwa called the meeting to order at 6:55 PM. 

 

 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

I. Roll Call 

II. Approval of the Agenda 

III. Approval of January 6, 2017 Minutes 

IV. Chairperson’s Report 

 Higher Education Action Day 

 Sanctuary Campus Organizing Efforts 

 CUNY Rising Alliance Next Steps 

 Women’s Leadership Conference 

V. Governor Cuomo’s Excelsior Scholarship Proposal 

VI. Vice Chair’s Report 

VII. Spring Semester Agenda 

 Steering Meetings 
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 Plenary Meetings 

 Board of Trustee Meetings and Hearings  

 City and State Legislative Hearings 

 Other Key Initiatives 

VIII.  NYSABPRL Legislative Conference Proposal  

IX. Announcements 

X. Adjournment 

 

VC Reid motioned to approve the agenda; VC Kerluku seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously: {7 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions}. 

 

 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 21, 2016 

VC Kerluku motioned to approve the Minutes of October 21, 2016; the motion was seconded by 

VC Diaz. The motion carried unanimously: {6 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions}. 

 

 CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

Director Araujo reported on the progress of the USS’ participation the Annual Higher Education 

Action Day. USS works in conjunction with NYPIRG, the PSC, UUP, and NYSUT on this event. 

USS is currently in communications with the SUNY Student Assembly in hopes of having them 

joined. UUP and NYSUT expressed apprehension at supporting a platform for the event that 

includes a call for tuition increases. These two groups would like to invest their time in calling for 

more state investment, without calling for tuition freezes. Director Araujo stated that there will be 

another conference call and that Governor Cuomo’s recent announcement on the Excelsior 

Scholarship may change the way this issue is discussed.  

 

Chairperson Onyejiukwa reported that the week after USS adopted the Sanctuary campus 

resolution at the December Plenary meeting, Chancellor Milliken released a statement vowing to 

dedicate university resources to at risk groups and requesting that a list of campus resources be 

made available at each campus.  

 

Director Araujo reported that he and Director Borington participated in a conference call with the 

CUNY Rising Alliance earlier in the week draft a state to Governor Cuomo’s proposal.  

 

CUNY Rising Alliance Statement on Governor Andrew Cuomo's free tuition proposal: 

 

Free, high-quality public higher education should be the right of every New Yorker—of 

every American! The CUNY Rising Alliance applauds Governor Cuomo for his proposal 

to offer free tuition for any student with a family income below $125,000 accepted to a 

two- or four-year SUNY or CUNY school. We eagerly await the details of the plan, 

especially details about how it will be publicly funded and how it will apply to all students 

no matter their immigration status. 

 

The Excelsior Scholarship, if it comes paired with increased public investments in quality 

education at CUNY and SUNY, would be an example of the kind of progressive leadership 

that New York students and families need from the governor. CUNY and SUNY students 

need free tuition, but they also need smaller classes, improved course offerings, modern 
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facilities, increased advisement and tutoring and the best faculty and staff. Since 1975 

CUNY's full time faculty has been diminished by 33 percent while its student body has 

increased by about 15 percent. This trend must be reversed, if students are to get the 

education they deserve. The governor's proposal is an important beginning. No matter 

what’s happening in Washington D.C., New York can have the fully funded public 

university systems its people need, if we fight for it and our leaders are willing to lead. 

 

Chairperson Onyejiukwa reported that she met with Vice Chancellor Shapiro-Davis in reference 

to hosting a Women’s Leadership Conference at CUNY. They both are committed to exploring 

ideas on how to make such an initiative a success. Since this is the first time USS would be 

planning such a conference, the scope of the event will be limited.  

 

Note: VC Williams joined the meeting at 7:15 PM.   

 

 VICE CHAIR’S REPORT 

VC Reid reported that he has met with Chairperson Onyejiukwa, Legislative Director Borington, 

and Director Araujo to discuss items that would part of the USS Legislative Agenda for 2017. 

VC Reid scheduled a meeting with the CUNY Council of Presidents for January 15, 2017 to get 

further input into the shaping of a USS agenda for the year.  

 

VC Reid noted that he will push for the legislative agenda to include the Dream Act, an MTA 

reduced fare for students, CUNY tuition freeze, and TAP reform, which will include part-time 

tap reform and graduate TAP reform. There will be a host other items discussed at the meeting 

on the legislative agenda.  

 

Note: VC Tobo joined the meeting at 7:35.  

 

VC Kerluku reported that she is currently working on a new co-sponsorship form that will take 

into account recent changes made when the USS Fiscal Year 2017 Budget was adopted.  
 

 GOVERNOR CUOMO’S EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP PROPOSAL  

VC Reid gave an overview of Governor Cuomo’s Excelsior Scholarship proposal. VC Reid cited 

an e-mail he recently sent to USS delegates. It read as follows: 

 
On Tuesday January 3, 2017, at LaGuardia Community College Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 

announced the First-in-the-Nation Program to provide free tuition to roughly 940,000 New York 

State residents who make less than $125,000 annually and attend all SUNY and CUNY two- and 

four-year colleges full-time. 

 

This is certainly unexpected, after many students pleaded to the CUNY Administration and Board 

of Trustees last October to freeze tuition. It is unfortunate that the CUNY Board of Trustees voted 

for a budget two months ago that included another round of tuition increases over multiple years. 

Therefore, the Governor's proposal is a complete 180 on the position of the CUNY Board and the 

position the Governor has held in the past. It is surprising and exciting to see this come to light. We 

are happy that Governor Cuomo is seeking to turn the tide on decades of state divestment from 

public higher education. Saying that, we plan to continue our efforts to organize and inform students 

about the importance of remaining vigilant and vocal and civically engaged on issues surrounding 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-presents-1st-proposal-2017-state-state-making-college-tuition-free-new-york-s
http://www.usscuny.org/tuitionfreeze
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funding for public higher education. This legislative session will be an important session for higher 

education, and I think Governor Cuomo's proposal is a good start. 

 

We would also like to say thank you to Senator Bernie Sanders for being at the forefront of the 

fight for free higher education. Tuition-free colleges are an important part of the equation when we 

talk about economic drivers of upward mobility. We must take into account that there are many 

non-tuition related expenses such as cost of living, food, and transportation that also deter students 

from pursuing a very-much-needed college education. The crisis of lack of education needs to be 

tackled from multiple angles. It is important to note that undocumented students, who currently 

receive no tuition assistance from the state, are not part of Governor Cuomo's proposal. We need a 

plan that takes all New Yorkers into consideration. 

 

The specifics of the program have not been released. We are looking forward to reviewing all the 

details associated with the Governor’s proposal as they become available. 

 

Chairperson Onyejiukwa noted that the Governor’s is a good start but falls short in providing aid 

to many needed groups. The announcement of a tuition free CUNY is a little misleading as most 

of CUNY students already attend college free because of state and federal aid.  
 

 SPRING SEMESTER AGENDA 

Chairperson Onyejiukwa briefed Steering members about the demands associated with USS 

schedule as the Spring Semester begins.  

 

Steering Committee meetings were difficult to schedule during the Fall semester because of 

scheduling conflicts. Given that members were asked to clear their Friday schedules for the 

Spring, Steering members will meet twice a month.  

 

Plenary meetings will depend on Steering members engaging members of the delegation. 

Chairperson Onyejiiukwa noted that some delegates claimed that they did not receive 

notification and documents before the last meeting. She is seeking members of the Steering 

Committee to be in touch with members of the delegation regularly.  

 

The Board of Trustees meet for three meetings every month: committee meetings, hearings, and 

meetings of the Board. Chairperson Onyejiukwa stated that she is not requiring members to 

attend each one of those meetings but she is expecting members to take turn in attending as their 

availability permits.  

 

The New York City Council and the State Legislature has hearings on education related issues. 

Chairperson Onyejiukwa stated that members need not testify at all these hearings. But USS will 

have a panel of students at every public legislative hearing on higher education that is hosted by 

any state and city legislative body. Steering members will be asked to either testify or help 

recruit students to testify at these hearings.  

 

USS will be participating in two legislative conferences: the NSABPRL Legislative Conference 

in February and the Somos el Futuro Legislative Conference in March. Chairperson Onyejiukwa 

noted that these conferences will not be automatically opened to all delegates, as space will be 

limited. However, delegates that have been active and attended meetings will be prioritized.                        
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As far as all the other initiatives USS host during the future, Chairperson Onyejiukwa noted she 

is expecting Steering members to be the vehicles of engagement for the USS delegation.  
 

 NYSABPRL LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE PROPOSAL  

The following proposal was presented: 

 
NYSABPRL LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 

FEBRUARY 17-20, 2017 Overview 

About the NYSABPRL and the Legislative Conference  

The vision of The Association has been to maintain and expand the existing programs that benefit our 

statewide constituency while at the same time partnering with corporate America to achieve this goal. 

The New York State Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators, Inc. (NYSABPRL) was 

founded by legislative caucus members as a non-political, charitable organization, incorporated under 

section 402 of the New York Not-for-Profit Incorporation Law on October 11, 1985. The purpose of 

the NYSABPRL is to promote the common good, social and general welfare of the community; foster 

and maintain an interest in racial tolerance in the world; to encourage the development of the 

community and promote economic growth. 

The NYSABPRL was organized exclusively for charitable or educational purposes as specified by 

section 501c3 of the Internal Revenue code. The NYSABPRL, Inc. does not to advocate or support either 

directly or indirectly, the election or defeat of any candidate for public or political office. The 

NYSABPRL, Inc. does not donate or contribute to any candidate’s campaign, nor does it participate or 

engage in political fundraising events, nor otherwise solicit contributions for candidates. 

 

The Association puts on a three-day weekend every February in which the proceeds benefit the 

Scholarship Fund for youth entering college. We bring together the most influential African-American, 

Hispanic, Caribbean, and Asian leaders from every corner of the EmpireState and beyond. This 

weekend includes the Friday night Chairman’s Reception which is invitation only.  On Saturday, we 

host seminars, a Career and Business Expo and Craft Exhibition Fair, an exciting Youth Summit, 

Concert, and Concert After-Party.   On Sunday, we present our Church Service, Awards Ceremony, 

and our most important event – our Gala Scholarship Dinner. 

 

We have successfully partnered our philanthropic endeavors with socially conscious organizations 

which are seen as leaders in the public and not-for-profit sectors.   Your support and sponsorship will 

assist in defraying the cost to underwrite the Conference’s production and greatly contribute to our 

Scholarship Fund. Your contributions are tax deductible. 

 

Source: http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/about/ 

 

CUNY Goes to Albany 

The City University of New York has been well represented at the NYSABPRL legislative 

conference since its inception forty-six years ago. The CUNY central administration, along with 

students, faculty, and administration from all the CUNY campuses, will travel to Albany to 

participate in the 2015 conference. The conference is a three-day event and it provides students 

http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/about/
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with the opportunity to network, learn, advocate, and critically engage in professional 

development.  

In addition to the CUNY community, we can expect numerous legislators and dignitaries, 

companies and organizations, colleges and universities, students and higher education 

professionals to participate in the legislative conference. The most important event for members 

of the CUNY community is the CUNY Luncheon, which is hosted on Saturday, February 14 at 

noon. There will representation from the whole University at this event. All members of the USS 

delegation will be required to attend the luncheon.  

This year, as we have done for the past three years, USS will seek to team up with the NYSABPRL 

organizers during the conference. The partnership allows CUNY students to assist conference 

organizers, legislators, and panelist throughout the weekend. Most of these students will help the 

organizing team with the workshops and seminars. We would be excited to continue this partnership 

with the NYSABPRL organizers during the 2017 conference. This opportunity further engages our 

students and provides them with the opportunity to work hands on with elected officials and panelist 

during the seminars and workshops at the conference. We only need 15 to 20 volunteers from USS, so 

all of the USS delegation will not be required to participate if we continue our partnership.  

NYSABPRL 46th Annual Legislative Conference Schedule  

The Schedule below, which is available at the NYSABPRL website, gives a good overview of the 

weekend program. The schedule for the seminars and workshops will be available on the website 

as the conference approaches.   

Official NYSABPRL Conference Schedule  

 

Date/Time Event 

Fri, Feb 17th, 2017 

6:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

Chair’s Reception (Invitation Only) Empire State Plaza – Convention 

Center Admission: 

February 17, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/2016-schedule/
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/chairs-reception-invitation-only/
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February 18, 2016 

Date/Time 
Event 

Sat, Feb 18th, 2017 

10:00 am - 3:00 pm Seminars NYS Legislative Office Building (LOB) Admission: 

Sat, Feb 18th, 2017 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm Youth Summit The Egg Admission: 

Sat, Feb 18th, 2017 

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Annual Labor Luncheon Empire State Plaza – Convention 

CenterAdmission: Purchase Online: $75 TBA 

Sat, Feb 18th, 2017 

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm Concert Empire State Plaza – Convention Center Admission: $75 TBA 

Sat, Feb 18th, 2017 - Sun, Feb 

19th 

10:00 pm - 3:00 am 

 

 

February 19, 2016 

Date/Time 
Event 

Sun, Feb 19th, 2017 

10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Church Service Wilborn Temple First COGIC 

Church Admission: 

Sun, Feb 19th, 2017 

2:00 pm - 5:00 pm Awards Ceremony Hilton Hotel – Albany Admission: 

Sun, Feb 19th, 2017 

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Gala Cocktail Reception Empire State Plaza – Convention 

CenterAdmission: 

Sun, Feb 19th, 2017 

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Gala VIP Cocktail Reception (Invitation Only) The 

Egg Admission: 

Sun, Feb 19th, 2017 

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

46th Annual Scholarship Dinner Gala Empire State Plaza – 

Convention Center Admission: Purchase Online: $175 Mr. 

Roland Martin 

Sun, Feb 19th, 2017 - Mon, Feb 20th, 

2017 

10:00 pm - 3:00 am After Dinner Gala Dance Hilton Hotel – Albany Admission: 

http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/seminars/
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/youth-summit/
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/annual-labor-luncheon/
http://www.nysabprl.org/events/annual-labor-luncheon/#booking_anchor
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/concert/
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/church-service/
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/awards-ceremony/
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/gala-cocktail-reception/
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/gala-vip-cocktail-reception-invitation-only/
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/46th-annual-scholarship-dinner-gala/
http://www.nysabprl.org/events/46th-annual-scholarship-dinner-gala/#booking_anchor
http://www.nysabprl.org/nysabprl2016/events/after-dinner-gala-dance/
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Date/Time 
Event 

Sun, Feb 19th, 2017 - Mon, Feb 20th, 

2017 

10:00 pm - 3:00 am 

 

USS Schedule for the Legislative Conference 

USS Weekend Agenda 

Friday February 17th, 2017  

 09:00AM—9:30AM—Light Breakfast and registration at John Jay College, located at 899 

10th Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10019.  

 09:30AM—11:00AM—Title IX Training 

 11:30 AM — Bus departs for Albany, New York 

 04:45PM — Arrive at Ramada Plaza for Check-in 

 06:00PM — 07:30PM—Dinner at Ramada Plaza 

 06:00PM — 10:00PM—Opening Reception (Optional) 

Saturday February 18th, 2017  

 06:30AM — 09:00AM—Breakfast at the Ramada Plaza on the 1st Floor 

 09:00AM — 11:30AM—Workshops in the LOB (Leave Early Because the Shuttle may 

take a long time) 

 12:00PM – 02:00PM—CUNY Luncheon (MUST ARRIVE EARLY. SPACE WILL BE 

LIMITED)  

 01:30PM —6:00PM—More Workshops and Receptions  

 07:00PM —10:00PM—Concert at the Convention Center 

 10:00PM —3:00AM—After Party at Hilton Albany 

Sunday February 19th, 2017  

 06:30AM —9:00AM—Breakfast at the Ramada Plaza on the 1st Floor 

 10:00AM —12:00PM—Church Service at Wilborn Temple First COGIC 

 06:00PM — 46th Annual Scholarship Gala at the Convention Center  
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(Lines for the shuttle will be long. Please be ready early) 

Monday February 20h, 2017 

 07:00AM — 10AM—Breakfast at the Ramada Plaza on the 1st Floor 

 11:00AM — Checkout 

 11:30AM — 12:00PM—Board on NYC bound bus 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE  

NYSABPRL LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE FUNDING RESOLUTION 

JANUARY 6, 2017 

TO THE USS STEERING COMMITTEE 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

WHEREAS, the University Student Senate’s mission will be enhanced by participating in the 

NYSABPRL Legislative Conference which is schedule from February 17-19th, 2017, 

WHEREAS, the budget breakdown for USS’ participation is as outlined below: 

Vendor Description  Quantity Cost 

Ramada Plaza Hotel   Lodging: Friday (2/17) to             

Monday (2/20) 

35-40 rooms $11,000 

Ramada Plaza Hotel  Dinner: Friday & Saturday 

Lunch: Monday 

Breakfast: Complimentary  

60 attendees, includes 

COSA and public safety  

$4,000 

Vega Transportation  Charter Bus to and from 

Ramada Plaza 

2 buses $5,000 

NYSABPRL Inc. Gala Tickets at $175 

and Concert Tickets at $60 

45 Gala Tickets 

30 Concert Tickets 

25 After Party Tickets 

$7,875 

$1,800 

$625 

Miscellaneous  Unexpected expenses N/A $1,000 

Total Expenses   $31,300 

These figures are estimates and are subject to change, but will not exceed the total.  

WHEREAS, these expenses summed to $31,300; 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the University Student Senate would like to allocate $31,300 as outlined 

above. 

VC Reid motioned to approve the NYSABPRL 46th Annual Legislative Conference Funding 

Resolution; the motion was seconded by VC Diaz.  

The motion carried unanimously: {8 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions}. 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chairperson Onyejiukwa encouraged Steering members to use the Steering and Plenary listservs 

more often to communicate in between meetings.  

 

Chairperson Onyejukwa announced that Governor Cuomo will be delivering the first of a series 

of speeches on Monday as part of his State of the State address series. She encouraged members 

to watch.  

 

Chairperson Onyejiukwa announced that there will be Board of Trustees Committee meetings on 

Monday January 9, 2017.  

 

Director Araujo announced that there are a series of events that delegates need to be notified 

about. Chairperson Onyejiukwa mentioned that she would like all delegates to be contacted be 

Steering members to update them and to receive feedback on current issues.   

 

Chairperson Onyejiukwa announced that there will updates to the USS Standing Committees 

announced next week.  

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, this University Student Senate Steering Committee 

meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M.  

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                     

_____________________________                   ____________________________ 

Chairperson,               Recording Secretary,  

Chika Onyejiukwa          Fernando Araujo 

 


