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Office of the University Student Senate 
555 West 57th Street, 1420 

   New York, NY 10019 
  Tel: (646) 664-8844 

Fax: (646) 664-8863 

MINUTES OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE  

UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

 

HELD 

 

OCTOBER 2, 2015 

 

AT UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE CONFERENCE ROOM  

AT 555 WEST 57TH STREET—BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN 
 

There were present:  

USS Steering Members: 
Joseph Awadjie, Chairperson 

Lucas Almonte, Vice Chair for Legislative Affairs  

Nicole Ponzo, Vice Chair for Graduate Affairs 

Melissa Carreño, Vice Chair for Disability Affairs 

Donavan Borington, Vice Chair for Fiscal Affairs 

Emelyn Fernandez, Vice Chair for International Student Affairs 

 

University Student Senate Staff: 
Fernando Araujo, Executive Director 

Cruz Garcia, Budget Director 

 

Guest: 

Dimitri Foster, CCNY Chem ECar 

Kata Kozma, CCNY Chem ECar 

Donald Mitchell, CCNY Chem Ecar 

 

I. Roll Call 

With 6 voting members present, a quorum was established. Chairman Awadjie called the meeting to order at 

5:55 PM. 

 

II. Approval of the Agenda 

I. Roll Call 

II. Approval of the Agenda 

III. Approval of the September 23, 2015 Minutes 

IV. Chair’s Report 

V. Chem-ECar Proposal  

VI. Young Invincible Proposal  

VII. Announcements 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

VC Ponzo motioned to approve the agenda; the motion was seconded by VC Borington. The motion carried 

unanimously: {6 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions}. 

 

III. Approval of the September 23, 2015 Minutes 

VC Ponzo motioned to approve the September 23, 2015; the motion was seconded by VC Borington. The 

motion carried unanimously: {6 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions} 
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IV. Chair’s Report 

In the interest of time, Chairman Awadjie did not give a report.  

 

V. Chem ECar Proposal  

Dimitri Foster, Kata Kozma, and Donald Mitchell, of the City College of New York Chem ECar Club, presented 

the Steering Committee with a proposal and gave an overview of their goals and accomplishments. The proposal 

read in part: 

 

Dear University Student Senate, 

 

The CCNY ChemE Car team, in coordination with the AIChE and OXE, would like to request $21,500 

in order to build the ChemE Car as well as for travel expenses to the Annual Student Conference in Salt 

Lake City, Utah for 28 people. In order to qualify for Nationals we had to place within the top five teams 

at the Regional Student Conference which took place in April, at the University of Maryland, College 

Park. We won fourth, and would like to go represent the CitybCollege of New York by placing first at the 

national competition. 

 

Our team has done very well at these competitions in the recent past. In 2013 the CCNY ChemE Car won 

3rd place out of 25 teams at regionals, and went on to win 2nd at Nationals out of 30 qualifying teams. 

Their car ran on a zinc manganese oxide battery, with an iodine clockbased stopping mechanism. 

 

In 2014, the team won 3rd out of 25 again at regionals, and went on to place 11th out of 35 teams at 

Nationals. The car ran on a zinc magnesium battery and had a bleach/food dyebased stopping mechanism. 

 

We plan on building on our team’s prior successes this year. In order to do so, we would like to request 

$21,500 to help fund the building of this year’s car and to cover traveling expenses to the Regional 

Conference, which will be held at the Salt Lake City Convention Center on 69 November 2015. A detailed 

breakdown of costs is attached in Appendix A. 

 

In order to raise initial funding money on our own, we held a bake sale during the Spring 2015 semester 

for the regional competition. We assembled a partial periodic table from cupcakes (see picture in Appendix 

B) and sold the elements (naturally Au and Ag were the most popular). Based on the success of the bake 

sale, we intend to hold two more during the fall before the conference, as well as one after, making more 

elements of the periodic table. We raised $274 during the bake sale in spring, and hope to raise another 

$500 in the fall. We’ll let the (chocolate) chips fall where they may. 

 

We have also set up a crowdrise webpage, which is similar to a gofundme, in order to raise money from 

the public. 

 

We have also tried to mitigate costs as much as possible. We have obtained supplies from last year’s team 

as well as from the Energy Institute in order to reduce costs of building and testing the car. For the 

conference, we have managed to decrease travel costs by doing extensive research into our options. We 

have looked into group rates for the plane tickets, and will use the conference code in order to get a discount 

at the hotels. We will also be registering by September 15th, thus paying the early, discounted registration 

conference fee. 

 

This year, the car will run on a nickelzinc battery with the help of the Energy Institute.The car will be 

stopped using a heat reaction. The body of the car will be made of plexiglass and various VEX Robotics 

components, as well as electrical components for a circuit designed by three electrical engineering majors 

who are part of our team. We are also doing development work for next year’s competition using a 

hydrogen fuel cell. 

 

The group explained that they have not been successful in securing a lot of funding for the conference. They 

are awaiting a responses for funding request from the Department of Chemical Engineering, the Grove School 
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of Engineering, and the Office of Student Life. They will be using student contributions and other fundraising 

streams to support the conference.  

 

VC Borington explained that he and the USS office will be working with the City College campus to see if USS 

could assist in providing more funding. While it is great that USS has been able to support this program for the 

past two years, it is important that the Chem ECar Club seek out a more sustainable source of funding.  

 

Director Araujo explained that while this item was up today as an informational item, it will be up as a voting 

item on the agenda at the next meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

VI. CORO Proposal  

Item has been tabled until next meeting.  

 

VII. Young Invincible Proposal  

VC Almonte noted that he has been working with Kevin Stump to develop a forum for young people to speak 

on the issues that are of most importance to them. The perspective date for the event is in mid-November.  

 

VIII. Announcements 

VC Borington announced that the Doctoral Student Council notified him that they have a pair of funding 

request for the Steering Committee to consider.  

 

Chairman Awadjie announced that the Steering Committee will be responsible for nominating students and 

organizations for the USS Awards Dinner.  

 

IX. Adjournment 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, this University Student Senate Steering Committee meeting 

was adjourned at 7:20 P.M.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________     ________________________ 

Chairperson,       Recording Secretary,  

Joseph Awadjie        Fernando Araujo 

 


